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printer to the Society of Antiquaries in 1736, it was
not until his father's death, in 1737, that the sole
management of the business devolved upon him.

One of the earliest works upon which the younger
Bowyer was employed as 'reader' was Dr. Wil-
kins' editon of Selden's Works, printed by Bowyer
the elder in six folio volumes in 1722. The publica-
tion of this book marks an era in the history of
English printing, for the types with which it was
printed were cut by William Caslon.

This famous type-founder, who by his skill raised
the art of printing to a higher level than it had
reached since the days of John Day, was born at
Cradley, near Hales Owen in Shropshire. We are
indebted for his biography partly to Bowyer and
partly to Nichols, but it must be confessed that the
earlier part of it is vague and unconvincing. Ac-
cording to this oft-quoted story, Caslon began life
as an engraver of gun-locks, and made blocking
tools for binders. This was somewhere about 1716,
in which year it is said John Watts, the printer,
became his patron, and employed him to cut type
punches. Bowyer became acquainted with him
from seeing some specimen of his lettering on a
book, and took him to the foundry of James, in
Bartholomew Close. Bowyer next advanced him
some money, as also did Watts, and with these loans
he set up for himself, his first essay in type-founding
being a fount of Arabic for the Psalter published "by
the Society for the Promotion of Christian Know-